Carden School of Santa Cruz

Sixth Grade Curriculum Outline

LANGUAGE ARTS

Classic literature A formal approach is applied in the study of major works, which
facilitates a high level of understanding and appreciation of the plot, characters, and
themes. Included are:

Tom Sawyer, Mark Twain

Alice in Wonderland and Through the Looking Glass, Lewis Carrol
Dog of Flanders, Ouida

The Odyssey, Homer

Poetry Students learn to express themselves with poetic liGanbsenemorize a
range of fine poems that keep alive the excitement, the beauty, the power, and the fun
of poetry. Included are:

September, Helen Hunt Jackson

The Rainy Day, Longfellow

The Human Touch, Spencer Michael Free
The Jabberwocky, Lewis Caroll

Modern literature An exploration of modern literature includes discussion that
leads students tanderstand the meaning and relesyaof important works of our
time. Included are:

The Giver, Lois Lowry
The Education of Little Tree, Forrest Cagr
Sounder, William H. Armstrong

Composition Students learn composition forms in order to produce thoughtful,
organized, and wellritten essays and reports.

Research and reporting Students learn thskills of data gathering amaitlining to
write cohesive and meaningful reports.

Creative writing Students apply writing and composition techniques to
produce original works that express unique style, imagination, and viewpoint.

Spelling/Vocabulary An in-depth study of Greek and Latioots an derivatives
gives the students a valuable tool with which to unlock the mgswinhundreds of
thousands oEnglish words.



ANCIENT HISTORY/ GEOGRAPHY

Students argresented with an overview ofltory from early humans through the
fall of Rome Highlights include: Acient Greece, Ancient Rome, Byzantine
civilization, the emergence @hristianity, and the Rise of IslanPhysical and
political geography corresponds to the curriculum throughout the course.

MATHEMATICS
Switching to the Saxonesies, sxth grade math has an emphasis on working with all
the arithmetical operations necessary for an easy transition-tdgetera. It also
focuses on vocabulary, problem solving strategies, and the applied logic of algebra.

The classvork includes:

Order of gerations Estimation and averages
Sets and elements Base 2 and 5
Fractions, decimals, and percent Rates, ratios, and proportions
Measurement Geometry
Exponents Absolute value

SCIENCE

While exploring three broad content asan depth, students practice proper
laboratory technique and advanced process skills including posing questions,
developing hypotheses, designing experiments, controlling variables, interpreting
data, and drawing conclusior&tudents also exhibit at tiseience Fair.

Environmental Science
Animals
Weather and Climate

MUSIC - One day a week with music teacher

The exploration of various forms of music, the study of classical music,gird si
reading and composition airecluded within the curriculm. All studentsplay
recorders anding in thewinter and spring concerts.

ART - One day a week with art teacher

Students work indoors and outdoors with paints, charcoal, pencil, and ink depicting
realistic and abstract interpretationsyuddels and ideas. The students study a
variety of artists and utilize their works for inspiration.

FRENCH ONE - Three days a week with French teacher

This is a entrylevel French class that includes vocabulary building, grammar and
sentence structurand basic conversation. This class is a requirement of all entering
students with no prior knowledge of French.



FRENCH CONVERSATION - Three days a week with French teacher

For continuing students and those with knowledge of basic Frenchlabssincludes
composition, literature and conversation.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION - Three days a week with P.E. teacher

Sportsmanship and Health

The development of good sportsmanship and a positive attitude towards healthy
physical exercise continue to bewarderlying principal of Carden Physical

Education. Numerous skibluilding games and activities are included throughout the
year, as well as yearly participation in the PresidentOs Physical Fitness Challenge.

Organized Sports

Students participate in diffent individual and team sports, providing them with
exposure to possible new areas of interest. Included are: volleyball, soccer, flag
football, basketball and ultimate Frisbee.

DRAMA DOne day a week with drama teacher

Students learn to observe ahlyze drama, understand formal elements of drama,
create and write original scripts, and perform for audiences.

CHESSDPOne day a week with chess teacher

Sixth grade chess builds on previous skills to incorporate more complex
strategiesand ties board situations into real life.

TYPING

Weekly lessons focus on proper finger placement and technique.
Some reports are required to be typed.

LATIN BOne day a week with the Latin teacher

An introductory class teaches basic vmdary and grammar through stories of
ancient Rome.



