
Carden School of Santa Cruz  
 

Seventh Grade Curriculum Outline  
 

 

LANGUAGE ARTS  
 
Students receive advanced-level reading and writing instruction, providing them with 
an in-depth understanding of the English language.  

 
Classic literature   A formal approach is applied in the study of major works, which 
facilitates a high level of understanding and appreciation of the plot, characters, and 
themes. Included are: 
 
Treasure Island, R. L. Stevenson                 
King Arthur, Howard Pyle                     
Story of the Aeneid 
 
Poetry   Students learn to express themselves with poetic license and memorize a 
range of fine poems that keep alive the excitement, the beauty, the power, and the fun 
of poetry.  Included are: 
 
The Walrus and the Carpenter, Lewis Carroll The Raven, Edgar Allen Poe 
Homework! Oh, Homework!, Jack Prelutski Daffodils, William Wordsworth 
Trees, Joyce Kilmer    Paul Revere's Ride, Longfellow 
 
Modern literature    An exploration of modern literature includes discussion that 
leads students to understand the meaning and relevancy of important works of our 
time. Included are: 
 
Of Mice and Men, John Steinbeck 
The Ear, the Eye, and the Arm, Nancy Farmer 
Call of the Wild, Jack London 
 
Composition    Students learn composition forms in order to produce thoughtful, 
organized, and well-written essays and reports. 
 
Research and reporting   The fundamentals of data gathering and the outlining of 
written material serve as the basis of cohesive and meaningful report writing. 
 

Creative writing    Students apply writing and composition techniques to        
produce original works that express unique style, imagination, and viewpoint. 
 

WORLD HISTORY  / GEOGRAPHY 
 

Students are presented with an overview of world history from the twelfth century 
through World War I. Topics include the Renaissance, the Reformation, the 
exploration of the New World, the Conquistadors, the Age of Enlightenment, the 
Industrial Revolution, slavery, and the suffrage movement. Physical and political 
geography corresponds to the World History curriculum throughout the course. 

  
 



 
MATHEMATICS  
 

Mathematics Fundamentals  
Saxon mathematics provides students with a solid understanding of the concepts that 
underlie the mathematical processes upon which algebraic reasoning and higher 
mathematics are based. Included are: 

 Fractions and percents                         Statistics and Probability   
 Ratios and proportions                         Plane and solid geometry 
 Measurement                 Problem solving    
 Business math     Graphing 
    

Pre-Algebra  
Focused on the problem-solving strategies and applied logic of algebra, course 
work provides practice with:  

 Variables, terms and expressions          Equations and Inequalities 
            Square roots and irrational numbers      Polynomials 

Data analysis and probability                Graphing linear and nonlinear functions 
                
                                                                                 
SCIENCE 
 

While exploring three broad content areas in depth, students practice proper 
laboratory technique and advanced process skills including posing questions, 
developing hypotheses, designing experiments, controlling variables, interpreting 
data, and drawing conclusions. Students also participate in the Science Fair. 

  
Cells and Heredity  
Students study cells and their structure, cell functions and life cycles, genetic traits 
controlled by alleles, and changes over time. 
Earth's Water/Marine Science Sequence 
The course begins with an overview of Earth's freshwater resources and continues 
with a study of oceans and marine life. Coursework prepares students for a week-
long intensive field study at Catalina Island Marine Institute (CIMI).  
Astronomy     
After a look back at ancient models, course work centers on an investigation into the 
solar system as we know it today through sky observations and models.  

  
MUSIC - One day a week with music teacher 
     

The exploration of various forms of music, the study of classical music, and sight 
reading and composition are included within the curriculum. All students play 
recorders and sing in the winter and spring concerts.   
 

ART - One day a week with art teacher 
    
        Students work indoors and outdoors with paints, charcoal, pencil, and ink depicting 

realistic and abstract interpretations of models and ideas. 
 
 
 
 
 



FRENCH ONE - Three days a week with French teacher   
  

This entry-level class includes vocabulary building, grammar and sentence structure, 
and basic conversation. This class is a requirement of all entering students with no 
prior knowledge of French. 

 
FRENCH TWO- Three days a week with French teacher           
  

For continuing students and those with knowledge of basic French, this class builds 
composition and conversation skills, and an understanding of French culture and 
literature. 

 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION - Three days a week with P.E. teacher 
 

Sportsmanship and Health 
The development of good sportsmanship and a positive attitude towards healthy 
physical exercise continue to be an underlying principal of Carden Physical 
Education. Numerous skill-building games and activities are included throughout the 
year, as well as yearly participation in the PresidentÕs Physical Fitness Challenge. 
 

Organized Sports 
Students participate in different individual and team sports, providing them with 
exposure to possible new areas of interest.  Included are: volleyball, soccer, flag 
football, basketball and ultimate frisbee.  

 
DRAMA Ð One day a week with drama teacher 
    

Students learn to observe and analyze drama, understand formal elements of drama, 
create and write original scripts, and perform for audiences. 

 
CHESS Ð One day a week with chess teacher 
 

Seventh grade chess builds on previous skills to incorporate more complex               
strategies, and ties board situations into real life. 

 
 

LATIN  Ð One day a week with Latin teacher 
 

A continuation class builds upon vocabulary and grammar through stories of              
ancient Roman times.  The perfect and imperfect tenses are introduced.  Extensive 
readings in English develop the studentÕs understanding of Roman culture in the 1st 
century A.D. 


