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Fourth Grade Curriculum Outline  
READING 
 

The Carden Reading program is built upon the following solid foundation pieces: 
1. phonetic word attack skills 
2. understanding of grammatical construction 
3. identification and understanding of key ideas 
4. vocabulary development 
5. mental imagery 
6. rhythm 

 
Carden workbooks are closely integrated phonetically with the spelling sequence 
and grammatically with the language work. This unity builds understanding, self-
confidence, security, and success. The children learn to read thoughts, not just 
words.  Throughout the program emphasis is placed on thinking, enjoyment, and 
uplifting qualities. 
 

LITERATURE 
 
 The Story of Doctor Dolittle 
 Bambi 
 Swiss Family Robinson 
 The Little Lame Prince 
 A selection of fine poetry 
 
LANGUAGE  
 
 All verb tense conjugations and forms 

Parts of speech: prepositions, conjunctions, interjection, relative pronoun 
Parts of a sentence: begin work with clauses 
Grammar and punctuation 
Vocabulary development 
 

COMPOSITION 
 
 Carden summary 
 Composition forms to give students the tools to write well and with confidence 
 Creative writing 
 Research and reporting 
  
SPELLING 
 
 Contrast and application of major rules 
 Advanced Vowel Chart 



 Word groups 
 Synonyms and Antonyms  
  
DICTATION  
 

Critical thinking and analysis 
 Organization of thought and presentation 

Keywords and titles 
Analysis and recall 

 
MATHEMATICS 
 

Miss CardenÕs arithmetic program, ÒThe Language of Numbers,Ó emphasizes 
comprehension and the communication of mathematical ideas rather than mere rote 
learning. The result is a solid foundation based on understanding.  Students are able to 
talk through the mathematical processes and teach them back to the teacher. 

 
 Processes: all four to the 1,000,000 house 
 Multiplication tables through 12 
 Long multiplication 
 Long division 

Word problems with proofs: increasing difficulty 
 Factual mastery emphasizing speed 
 Fractions and decimals 
 Measurement and geometry 
 Metric system 
 Graphs and charts 
  
HISTORY 
 
 Native Americans from California to New York 
 Early American settlers 
 California 
 

Students read and discuss a collection of modern literature that relates to the studies. 
Included are: 
 Morning Girl, Michael Davis  Sing Down the Moon, Scott OÕDell 
 Pioneers Go West, George Stewart Island of the Blue Dolphins, Scott OÕDell 

 Seeds of Hope, Dear America Series 
 
GEOGRAPHY 
 
 Continents, islands, and mountains 
 Maps 
 California 
  
 
 



SCIENCE 
 

Physical Science: states of matter and causing changes in matter, magnetism and 
electricity 

 Life Science: Animals, the bodyÕs delivery systems 
 Earth Science: The shape of the land, natural resources, pollution, water 
 Investigation and experimentation 
  
MUSIC- One day a week with music teacher 
 
 Sight singing, pitch, rhythm, and performance 
 Music appreciation 
 Recorders and percussion instruments 
 
FRENCH - Three days a week with French teacher 
 
 Extensive vocabulary and grammar development including verb conjugations, 
 plurals and negatives 
  
PHYSICAL EDUCATION - Three days a week with P.E. teacher 
 
 Skill-building games and activities 
 PresidentÕs National Physical Fitness Program 
 Sportsmanship and Health 
 
CHESS – One day a week with chess teacher 
 
 Continued study of middle game strategies, how to win material in the middle 
 game, and two-move mates 
 
ART - One day a week with art teacher 
 
 Art appreciation 
 Art instruction using several media: paint, pastels, pencil, ink and clay 
 
DRAMA – One day a week with drama teacher 
 
 Improvisation and other classroom dramatizations 
 Create and write scripts 
 Design costumes, sets and props 
 
TYPING 
 
 Weekly lessons focus on proper finger placement and technique. 


